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cochair of the race relations task force for the
Detroit strategic plan. As cochair, he wrote an
insightful commentary on race relations that
was published in the Detroit News.

He wrote:
When we freely examine racism for what it

is—through our individual experiences and
as exposed in the Race Relations Task Force
report and other studies—it becomes clear
that the problem of race and racism in its
structural and institutional aspects . . . is in
reality the form and practice of our own
apartheid.

Because of his insight and his singular dedi-
cation to civil rights, Art has been awarded so
many honors that it would take far too long to
list them all. He wears his well-deserved
praise with the humility of a man who realizes
he is only doing what is just and right.

In 1979, Morehouse College awarded him
the honorary degree of doctor of humane let-
ters in recognition of his scholarship in the
field of sociology and his leadership in the bat-
tlefield of civil rights.

His other honors include the Distinguished
Warrior Award from the Detroit Urban League,
the Greater Detroit Interfaith Round Table Na-
tional Human Relations Award, the Afro-Asian
Institute of Histadrut Humanitarian Award, the
Greater Detroit Chamber of Commerce Sum-
mit Award, and the Crystal Rose Award from
the Hospice Foundation of southeastern Michi-
gan. The NAACP conferred five Thalheimer
Awards upon Art for outstanding achievement.

Art is a member of a variety of community
groups. He sits on the board of directors of
the Detroit Science Center, the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra, and the American Sym-
phony Orchestra League. Like me, he has a
love of music. He is also a trustee for the
Founders Society of the Detroit Institutes of
Arts and president emeritus of the University
Cultural Center Association.

Art is the father of five children. He and his
wife, Chacona Winters Johnson, a develop-
ment executive for the University of Michigan,
still live in Detroit.

Even though Art Johnson has retired, he is
busier than ever. When it comes to the strug-
gle for justice, he just can’t pull himself from
the front lines.

The Detroit community, and indeed the Na-
tion, have benefited from his efforts to pro-
mote understanding and healing. It is with joy
and sincerity that I thank Arthur Johnson. Be-
cause he never allowed anyone to shackle his
mind, he made it possible for others to know
the beauty of freedom.
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POOR CHOICE FOR DAILY
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OF VIRGINIA
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Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to express
my disappointment that the Rev. Lou Sheldon
provided the invocatory prayer before the
House of Representatives today. Reverend
Sheldon was a poor choice to give the daily
invocation. I think Members may want to know
what he has advocated in his public remarks
which arguably reflect on his worthiness to de-
liver such an invocation. He is malicious in his
attacks upon lesbian and gay Americans. He

is against AIDS education, information on birth
control and disease prevention in the public
schools, and uses scare tactics to further his
hateful agenda. I, for one, believe that these
aggressive provocations, which represent a
radical extreme position and which have noth-
ing to do with religious belief in God’s will and
forgiveness, should not be rewarded.

Mr. Speaker, following are some specific
quotes that I believe prove my point that Rev-
erend Sheldon does not represent the spiritual
or intellectual views of this body.

On the issue of homosexuality, we are in
the same place we were in the 1930s with al-
coholism. Back then, we said ‘‘once a drunk,
always a drunk.’’ But now we know many al-
coholics can recover. (Washington Times, 2/5/
90)

I don’t have to tell you what these homo-
sexuals are going to be doing when they’re
not running a race. That’s right . . . they’re
going to be spreading their deadly disease
right here in the U.S. (Traditional Values
Coalition newsletter, 4/94)

‘‘Joined together in holding back satan,’’
was how Mr. Sheldon signed an April 1994
letter to pastors in Los Angeles, urging them
to enlist their congregations against pride
month. ‘‘We must protect our children and
youth from this homosexual recruiting,’’ he
declared. (New York Times, 12/19/94)

f
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, Hilton Head, SC,
is quite a distance from Brooklyn, NY. But one
former resident of Hilton Head, Viola Greene,
departed to become a resident of East
Flatbush, Brooklyn. The borough truly gained
an asset with the arrival of Viola 23 years ago.

Viola graduated from Brooklyn College
where she received a degree in economics.
Subsequently, she was employed by the city
of New York, where she worked in a variety of
capacities, including, neighborhood school
worker, legislative aide, administrative assist-
ant, and district manager of Community Board
No. 16. As district manager she is responsible
for the daily monitoring and coordination of
municipal services to the residents of Ocean
Hill-Brownsville.

Ms. Greene is a member of Berean Mission-
ary Baptist Church where she serves as a
member of the board of trustees, and the
Women’s auxiliary. She is also a member of
the Brownsville Family Preservation Program
Advisory Board. Additionally, Ms. Greene is
the recipient of several awards, most notably
the Community Service Award from the Brook-
lyn Branch of the Key Women of America, the
Carter G. Woodson Cultural Literacy Project,
and the Rachel J. Mitchell Scholarship Foun-
dation.
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ENERGY SOURCES FOR OUR FU-
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Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, on October
31, 1995, I and 83 other Members of Con-
gress representing 31 States and both parties
signed a letter urging budget reconciliation
conferees to preserve the 1.5-cent tax credit
for wind and closed-loop biomass energy sys-
tems.

With American imports of foreign oil at an
all-time high, I believe it is important that we
encourage the development of alternative en-
ergy sources. This tax credit helps do just
that.

Mr. Speaker, I would now like to enter into
the RECORD the text of the letter my col-
leagues and I sent to conferees on October
31:

DEAR CONFEREE: As you consider the FY
1996 budget reconciliation package in con-
ference, we urge you to accede to the Senate
Finance Committee’s provisions omitting
the repeal of the 1.5 cent production tax
credit for wind and closed-loop biomass en-
ergy systems. The House reconciliation
package contains a repeal of this important
tax credit, mandated by Congress as part of
the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (‘‘EPAct ’92’’).

This production tax credit is designed to
encourage the development and export of
wind and biomass energy technologies and to
recognize the many tax benefits offered to
competing energy choices.

This credit met all the necessary criteria
when endorsed by the House and Senate by
large bi-partisan margins just three years
ago: It provides returns to the taxpayer
based on increased production as opposed to
increased investment; it includes a phase-out
provision in the event energy prices reach
certain levels; it reduces the credit in pro-
portion to any state or federal grant monies
received; and it includes a sunset provision
of June 30, 1999.

Despite overwhelming public support and
impressive cost reductions, the market for
large-scale commercial renewable energy de-
velopment in the United States is just begin-
ning to emerge. Repealing the production
tax credit for wind and closed-loop biomass
places these industries in an inequitable and
unjustifiable position to compete in the U.S.
and global energy marketplace.

We urge you to oppose repeal or revision of
the wind and biomass tax credit.

Sincerely,
Dan Schaefer, David Minge, Robert T.

Matsui, Martin Olav Sabo, Bernard
Sanders, Vic Fazio, Scott L. Klug,
Lynn N. Rivers, Tim Johnson, Peter A.
DeFazio, Bruce F. Vento, Gerry E.
Studds, Dale E. Kildee, Jim
McDermott, Edward J. Markey, Steve
Gunderson, Thomas J. Manton, Ron
Wyden, Sue Kelly, Earl Pomeroy, John
Lewis, Bill Richardson, Carlos Moor-
head, Lucille Roybal-Allard, Collin C.
Peterson, José E. Serrano, Toby Roth,
Sherwood L. Boehlert, Michael G.
Oxley, Elizabeth Furse, William P. Lu-
ther, Bill Baker, Chet Edwards, Neil
Abercrombie, Henry Bonilla, Major
Owens, Sam Gejdenson, Cynthia
McKinney, Nancy Pelosi, James B.
Longley, Jr., Frank Riggs, Joe Skeen,
Roscoe G. Bartlett, Donald M. Payne,
Chaka Fattah, Patricia Schroeder,
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